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DENISHAR WOODS 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [2.10 pm]: I rise to provide the house with an update on 
Denishar Woods, an 11-year-old girl who received catastrophic injuries in March this year after an electric shock 
from a garden tap. Sadly, this incident, on a state government housing property in Beldon, left Denishar with severe 
disabilities. She is blind, she has significant brain damage and she is confined to a wheelchair. Her long-term care 
needs will be extensive. 

A formal investigation by the Building and Energy Division of the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and 
Safety into the causes of this incident is still underway. I am advised that the investigation is highly complex and 
technical in nature. I stress that it is important we do not rush this investigation in our desire for answers. We must 
be sure we get to the bottom of this incident. 

I visited Denishar in hospital with her mother, Ms Lacey Harrison, and more recently I met Ms Harrison in my 
office where we discussed the family’s needs to suitably care for Denishar when she is discharged from hospital. 
During that meeting, Ms Harrison and her support team advised that they are considering legal options to obtain 
a payment from the state to help provide for Denishar’s long-term care. I have advised Ms Harrison of the most 
appropriate avenue to pursue such options with the government, if she wishes to do so. Regardless, I have assured 
Ms Harrison that I, as the Minister for Housing, and the Department of Communities will continue to provide all 
the support and assistance we can. 
Normally, I would let this process occur without further commentary. However, as I am sure members can 
appreciate, there is significant public interest in this issue. Since discovering the full extent of Denishar’s needs, 
the Department of Communities quickly moved to implement structural modifications to cater for Denishar. 
I sought advice from the department regarding options for Denishar’s ongoing transport needs as well as from the 
Minister for Health regarding Denishar’s transition from hospital to home care. The state government is doing 
everything it can to support the family during this time. While I acknowledge the public interest in this matter, 
I would ask that Denishar and her family’s privacy be respected during this difficult time. Rest assured the 
government will have more to say on this matter once the investigation into the causes of the electrocution is 
completed and we can comment with certainty and accuracy about this tragic event. 
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